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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

MidSouth Awards Contest Winner 
 

Irwinton, GA (June 18, 2008) – At Wilkinson County High School’s recent Underclassmen 

Awards Program, Wilkinson County High School teacher, Mr. Jason Payne, presented awards 

to the 4 finalists for his Book Essay Contest.  Mr. Payne wrote the book “33 Things the Young 

Black Professional Male Needs to Know to Avoid Relationship Disaster.”  The grand prize 

winner won a brand new Dell desktop computer and printer, compliments of MidSouth Federal 

Credit Union.  MidSouth FCU Marketing & Development Specialist, Melissa Methven, was on 

hand to present the winner with the computer. 

 

Pictured left to right: Wilkinson County High School teacher and author, Mr. Jason Payne; 1st 

place essay winner, Akeem Shinholster;  2nd place essay finalist, Pierre Jones; 4th place essay 

finalist, Gavin Harris; and MidSouth FCU Marketing & Development Specialist, Melissa 

Methven.  Not pictured, 3rd place essay finalist, Bryant Merrel. 
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